
WAC 388-550-6700 Hospital services provided out-of-state. (1) The department shall
reimburse only emergency care for an eligible Medicaid client who goes to another state,
except specified border cities, specifically for the purpose of obtaining medical care that
is available in the state of Washington. See WAC 388-501-0175 for a list of border cities.
(2) The department shall authorize and provide comparable medical care services to a
Medicaid client who is temporarily outside the state to the same extent that such medical
care services are furnished to an eligible Medicaid client in the state, subject to the
exceptions and limitations in this section.
(3) The department shall not authorize payment for out-of-state medical care furnished to
state-funded clients (medically indigent/medical care services), but may authorize
medical services in designated bordering cities.
(4) The department shall cover hospital care provided to Medicaid clients in areas of
Canada as described in WAC 388-501-0180.
(5) The department shall review all cases involving out-of-state medical care to determine
whether the services are within the scope of the medical assistance program.
(6)(a) If the client can claim deductible or coinsurance portions of Medicare, the provider
shall submit the claim to the intermediary or carrier in the provider's own state on the
appropriate Medicare billing form.
(b) If the state of Washington is checked on the form as the party responsible for medical
bills, the intermediary or carrier may bill on behalf of the provider or may return the
claim to the provider for submission to the state of Washington.
(7) For reimbursement for out-of-state inpatient hospital services, see WAC 388-550-
4000.
(8) The department shall reimburse out-of-state outpatient hospital services billed under
the physician's current procedural terminology codes at an amount that is the lower of:
(a) The billed amount; or
(b) The rate paid by the Washington state Title XIX Medicaid program.
(9) Out-of-state providers shall present final charges to MAA within three hundred sixty-
five days of the date of service. In no case shall the state of Washington be liable for
payment of charges received beyond one year from the date services were rendered. 

[Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090. 01-02-075, § 388-550-6700, filed 12/29/00,
effective 1/29/01. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.08.090, 74.09.730, 74.04.050, 70.01.010,
74.09.200,[74.09.500 , [74.09.530 and 43.20B.020. 98-01-124, § 388-550-6700, filed
12/18/97, effective 1/18/98.]
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